Northern Beaches Bus Tour
Friday 3rd May 2019

Photo Credit: Andrew Shaw

Dear Coastcarers,
Thank you to all that attended the bus tour and made it such an enjoyable
and worthwhile day. Special thanks to Don Poynton, Mike Norman, Rae &
Walter Kolb, John Campbell, Mike Ewing & Robyn Benken for sharing your
sites, tools and expertise with us all.
It was absolutely fantastic to see the incredible passion and effort that has
been put in by Coastcare Community to protect, preserve and rehabilitate
our Northern Beaches.
There are still large chunks of the community that take our beautiful coast
for granted, not understanding the hard work that goes into looking after
it. This is something that we believe more people are starting to
understand, and is a mission for us at Perth NRM to educate the
community to recognize that it is everyone’s role to look after the
environment that supports us. We can do it!!

Thank you,
Kate & Hannah
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Sealion off Iluka Foreshore, photos by Andrew Shaw.
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Iluka Foreshore, presented by Don Poynton (FONORIF)



‘Iluka Foreshore Reserve Macroinvertebrate and Herpetofauna Survey’
Collated by Spineless Wonders (David Knowles) and Friends of North Ocean Reef- Iluka
Foreshore from April 2015 to May 2018.
o The whole report with photos is too big (PDF is 64MB! That’s a lot of little lives Iluka!)
to circulate by email- I will catch up with Don at some point to physically get the
report on a hard drive and can distribute to those interested.
o The species list is attached to the email as a PDF, all 562 species!



Is Senecio a weed?
o FONORIF label it Senecio Pinnatifolius (Coastal Groundsel or Variable
Groundsel) previously referred to as S. lautus in Ripley and Rowlands 1st Ed of Perth
Coastal Plants but that name was restricted to a New Zealand species by Thompson in
2005.
o Early this year Greg Keighery wrote an article (attached to email) in the WA
Wildflower Society Newsletter about Senecios. From his descriptions it is probable
our species is S. condyles a species with affinity to African senecios, and therefore a
weed. Hence Don’s confusion and the reason for a workshop as most coastal reserves
will have Senecios – most likely of the weed variety.
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A few progress photos kindly shared by Don and Marjorie.
These brilliant examples of the difference made over time can be shared by your Group but
please credit the photographer listed below the photo. I have attached digital copies of these
to the email.

Iluka Foreshore 2009
Photo Credit: Marjorie Apthorpe

Iluka Foreshore - May 2016
Photo Credit: Don Poynton

Iluka Foreshore - May 2006
Photo Credit: Marjorie Apthorpe

Iluka Foreshore - September 2016
Photo Credit: Don Poynton
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Marmion Foreshore Reserve, presented by Mike Norman (Friends of Sorrento
Beach & Marmion Foreshore)

 Richgro wetting agent powder
We use a wine cap full of Richgro Ezi-Wet “Professional Strength” Granulated Soil Wetter per
seedling. It is placed in the wind guard when the plant is dry. We do it after the planting is
finished – easy to see which ones have it. It is washed in with the winter rainfall.
 Planting Prep
o We pre-loosen all the seedlings off-site before planting (turn them upside down and
tap them out, then put them back into the pot) and also cut down two sides of the
seedling with a knife if they have grown too large for the pot. This avoids some
volunteers on planting day wrecking the seedlings before they are even planted!
o Note that we also "pre-lever" the ground with a long-handled spade (i.e. soften the
soil to a depth without actually digging a hole) before a small hole is dug in the prelevered soil (with a smaller spade) to plant the seedling.
 Stake & Tree Guard Configuration
o We use four stake guards, folded down a bit at the top, and the stakes pushed
outwards as they are hammered in to tension the top of the bag (as tight as a
drum!). If there is any slope on the ground at all, we reinforce (bung) the bottom half
of the planting bowl and leave the top half open so water can run in during a heavy
shower (i.e. a self-watering system). We have rarely watered any seedlings – 28,500
seedlings planted with an average survival rate of 85%, but maybe only 75% this year
as we have had an extremely dry 7month spell.
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 Stake & Tree Guard Configuration (Continued)
o For some species that need other plants around them for wind protection (resulting
in a wind pruned landscape) we reconfigure the square guard to two guards in front,
and they are maintained for up to 3 years.
o The photos below show these 2 methods. The second method/photo on the right
shows Banksia sessillis being protected in this manner but others such as Spyridium
and Melaleuca need it too.

Revegetation in progress at Marmion foreshore,
June 2013. Photo credit: Mike Norman.

Re-configuring protective guards in Marmion,
May 2017. Photo Credit: Mike Norman.

 New species planted
We have planted these new species in Marmion which we did not plant in Sorrento, mainly
due to a different soil type – Cottesloe Complex:
Scientific Name
Anthocercis littorea
Austrostipa flavescens
Banksia sessilis
Conostylis aculeata subsp.
cygnorum
Eremophila glabra
Grevillea crithmifolia
Hemiandra pungens
Lechenaultia linarioides
Lomandra maritima
Melaleuca huegelii
Sporobolus virginicus
Templetonia retusa
Exocarpos sparteus
(semi-parisitic)
Nitraria billardierei

Common Name(s)
Yellow Tailflower
Coast Spear-Grass
Parrot Bush

Success
Some success
Some success
Some success

Prickly Conostylis

Some success

Tar Bush
Snakebush
Yellow Leschenaultia
Maritime Mat Rush
Chenille Honeymyrtle
Marine Couch/ Native Couch
Cockies Tongue
Broom Ballart/ Slender
Cherry/ Native Cherry.
Nitre Bush/Dillon Bush

Some success
Great success
Great success
Some success
Some success
Great success
Great success
Some success
Some success
No success (will try again)
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Lunch at the Stirling Natural Environment Coastcare’s Depot, hosted by Rae &
Walter Kolb (SNEC)
SNEC Stirling Coastal Flora Mapping Project
Judy Fisher (Fisher Research) surveyed and mapped native and weed cover 2011-2013, the report
produced in 2013 (without maps/polygons as too big) is attached to the email and there’s a little
more about it below.

FISHER RESEARCH Native Mapping and Management of the City of Stirling Coastal Zone
Prepared by: Judy Fisher PhD

SNEC had their coastal regional surveyed and categorised into polygons (areas) of varying
weed/native species cover as per the following table. They can use this information to inform
their decisions, support grant applications and measure success by reassessing these polygons in
the same way.

Excerpt of Report Summary:
“This Project and the associated Weed Mapping Project have now provided a comprehensive
Decision Support Tool in which to continue to add information on restoration and management
actions along the City of Stirling Coastline. It is now very simple to assess the ecological,
economic
and ecosystem service components of all actions along the City of Stirling Coastline incorporating
actions by all Community Groups and the City of Stirling Staff.
Monitoring of actions could not be simpler and the ongoing opportunities which this project has
provided will enhance work conducted by the Community and the City.”
Copyright Fisher Research 2013
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Track 16, Floreat Dog Beach, presented by John Campbell (Cambridge Coastcare)

Arresting Floreat dog beach blow-outs
 Coir matting (from Stratagreen) laid in the blow-out areas, held by hammering steel ground
staples into the sand.
 Planted matting with more than half spinifex longifolius, with a smaller number of spinifex hirsutus
being planted at the ocean end of the strips. Other species used to break the monoculture were
scaevola crassifolia, oleria axillaris (coastal daisy bush), carbobrotus viriscens (pigface) and
lepidosperma gladiata (sword sedge).
 Fertiliser pills were dropped into the holes before the plants were put in, whilst wetting agent was
spread around after that.
 Fencing erected beachside of matting to capture sand- see photo’s below taken by Andrew Shaw.
Drone Dune Monitoring
 SciAero Technology – monitoring the dune with drones!
 Monitoring dune movement (volume) & vegetation type/distribution to calculate rehabilitation
success.
 Just started so keep an ear out!

North

South
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Cottesloe Native Garden & Cottesloe Coastcare’s new auger, presented Robyn
Benken & Mike Ewing (CCA)
Cottesloe Native Garden has been a
project area for Cottesloe Coastcare since
2006. It is a special place as it is the only
site in Cottesloe where there is such
richness of local native remnant plant
species. The limestone outcrops through
the site provide a special habitat to many
plant species which grow at no other
places in our town.
See more here: https://cottesloecoastcare.org/dir/current_projects/project_nativegarden

Weedy tea tree removed and planting started 2009

Same area in 2012

To the right, Mike demonstrates
CCA’s new auger. The design;
 Creates a large shallow well to
harness rainfall/watering.
 Loosens soil in the middle to
allow deep planting, as well as
root and water penetration.
 Allows CCA to dig more (and
consistent quality) holes in a
shorter length of time.
CCA are happy to share design
and have had some success with
their first planting sessions this
Winter.
Photo Credit: Andrew Shaw
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Perth NRM Coast & Marine Program Funding
Please see an email from Paul Bodlovich (Perth NRM CEO) to SNEC regarding the Perth NRM Coast &
Marine Program Funding. I have included this so that you know the commitment that Perth NRM has
to our Coast and Marine Program.
Good Morning Rae,
Thank you for your call the other day. It was lovely to speak with you.
As discussed, I am writing to confirm the commitment that Perth NRM has to our Coast and
Marine Program.
As you know, there has been a change in the funding mix for the program since the Regional
Land Partnerships funding guidelines and processes were announced in 2017, and implemented
as of July 1 last year.
As a result, the Australian Government no longer provides financial support to coast programs
like ours, and including those of the other Western Australian NRM regions.
In Perth NRM’s case, we have been the only NRM regional body in WA that has continued with
our Coast and Marine Program. This is simply a result of the importance that we place on it
which we believe reflects the importance that the community places upon it.
As is well known, Perth NRM’s Board made the decision early in the piece that we would fund the
program through the 2018/19 financial year from our financial reserves, while we looked to
breach the gap in funding. We have made significant inroads into increasing the funding support
from most of the local councils that we work with on the coast, and are also looking to other
funding sources.
What is clear is that the program is not only going to continue into the foreseeable future, but
that in the coming months and years we will see growth in the support that we will be able to
provide groups such as Stirling Natural Environment Coastcare Inc. Most immediately evident in
this is the appointment of a new Education Officer, funded by the Feilman Foundation, who is
due to start with us in April.
Perth NRM is proud of our role in the work undertaken in partnership with community groups
such as SNEC and local governments, and is committed to being a part of that three-way
partnership for many years to come.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me, or our coast program managers Kate Sputore and Hannah
Gulliver, if you have any further queries.
Kind Regards,
Paul
Paul Bodlovich GAICD MBA B.Com.
Chief Executive Officer
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Coastcare Group – Details Update
Hi Team,
Hannah here – I have really enjoyed getting to know you all and find out the amazing work you’ve
been doing in your area. To help me understand how you all work, where and how we can help,
what you’ve already done… and to get an overall picture of what is happening in the Northern Perth
region I have created a Coastcare Group – Details Update. I will filled out bits and pieces to get it
started for you and as I mention at the top of the form, if you already have any the information I am
asking for in a different format and are happy to share it with me, please feel free to email this to me
instead of filling the information out again.
I will attach your form to the email. Thank you for taking the time to complete this for me.
Cheers,
Hannah

State NRM Grant
As we mentioned, Perth NRM are applying for a one of the large State NRM Community Stewardship
Grants. This is a 3-year grant/project, which will identify (in consultation with yourselves and local
government) priority coastal linkage projects to support and or facilitate. There will be a focus on
practical on-ground outcomes that will be accompanied with more workshops, including many
around practical/technical conservation techniques, as well as support from Perth NRM for social
media outcomes/ volunteer attraction and retention.
I have a created a ‘Letter of Support’ Template and will have sent out a separate email already. The
grant is due by midday on the 10th of June so we would love to get these back as soon as possible.
The template is only a framework, please personalise it as much as you like - the more the better in
fact.
Kate and I are working hard on the application and value all of your input so send it through;
 Any specific sites that require work, especially those which link previous success restoration
projects.
 Workshops you would find useful.
Thank you! 😊
Kate & Hannah
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