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WINTER 2012 NEWSLETTER
2012 PLANTING REPORT
Following on from the huge success of last year, 2012 has set even
better records both for volunteer participation and for the number of
plants put into the ground. Since early June almost 9,000 plants of
an incredible 18 species have been planted, stabilising and
enriching the biodiversity of Dunes 1 and 2 (2,300 plants), the Fred
Burton dune (4,300 plants), and the old helipad and service road
dune (2,000 plants).
Nearly 120 volunteers contributed to the hugely successful season’s
plantings, and our sincere thanks go out to everyone who braved the
(often cold) mornings to get the native plants into the ground.
Six of the species planted are either rare, have never been
attempted before by Cambridge Coastcare, or have been planted
only in very low numbers- a big step forward for returning our coastal
bushland to its original state. That we are beginning to be able to
successfully return rare and uncommon plants to the dunes, in
addition to the more common and framework species, speaks
volumes about the hard work of our fantastic volunteers!

WEEDING REPORT
Ongoing weeding and dune maintenance is a critical
aspect of coastal restoration. Ivo Davies and his hard
working team of regulars have made some fantastic
progress this year in ridding the dunes of the seemingly
endless supply of woody weeds, with assistance in one or
two additional and heavily infested areas from external
contractors
More than 3,000 weeping white broom have been
removed, some up to two metres in height, as well as six
mature victorian tea trees. Additionally, though not weeds,
around 200 wattles (Acacia saligna and A. rostellifera)
were thinned due to over-zealous growth in several
restoration sites, allowing for the establishment of other
native plants and ensuring an even mix of species. For
more information on the identification and threats of
coastal weeds, head to our website.
Right: An area of dune after the removal of invasive woody
weeds, cleared and ready for replanting.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Annual General Meeting
Date:
th
6 August 2012
Time:
7.30 pm
Venue:
The Boulevard Centre,
Floreat
See you all there!

CUSHION BUSH: THE NEXT BIG THING IN CANCER RESEARCH?
In late 2011, Cambridge Coastcare was contacted to
provide information and photos of the ubiquitous Australian
dune species Leucophyta brownii (cushion bush) by
Danish Masters student Mette Gade Hyldgaard, of the
University of Southern Denmark. Mette’s research project,
entitled “Isolation and characterization of sesquiterpene
lactones from cushion bush (Calocephalus brownii) and
evaluation of their potential to elicit contact dermatitis”,
aimed
to
examine
potential
cancer-suppressive
compounds in the species, among other factors.
While for many of us the cushion bush might appear to be
simply a colourful and structurally interesting native plant,
Mette’s interesting study suggests the species may in fact
possess a potent inhibitive effect against colon cancer
cells, particularly when used in conjunction with other
related treatments.
The study is likely to be published later in the year, and
certainly raises the possibility that our already world-class
native flora may possess a yet-untapped wealth of
medicinal potential.
Qu

Above: Leucophyta brownii, the
coastal cushion bush (synonymCalocephalus brownii).
Left: A fantastic section of our
successful coastal restoration
near City Beach, part of Dune 1.

Thank you for your ongoing support, particularly the volunteers who assisted in the planting days this winter. We
hope you continue to enjoy the work of Coastcare and the Cambridge coastline, and look forward to seeing you at
our upcoming events. Please contact us at cambridgecoastcare@gmail.com.

